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Brash Management



Negative impacts of decomposing brash

Why manage brash?



Project Aims

1. How can we best manage brash on forestry and peatland restoration 

sites? 

2. Assess rapidly evolving techniques in felling and peatland restoration.

3. Can we repurpose brash - creating a brash biochar based water 

filtration material?



Benmore Forest, Forestry and Land Scotland 

Inverness

Thurso

Ullapool

Benmore

3 paired sites.

Management techniques:

1. Mulching & ground smoothing.

2. Multiple drifts felled into one & 

ground smoothing.

3. Conventional harvesting.



DriftRowBrash mat

Conventional harvesting

Multiple drifts felled into one brash mat



Brash mat

Drifts of whole felled trees
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Brash Biochar Water Filter



Brash Biochar Batch Testing & Mesocosms



Brash Biochar Leaky Dam

Water Flow



Fix the problem and the symptom!



Thank you
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