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Values and Water Governance in Brazil
Comparing Stakeholders’ Perceptions of Water Values
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centre of South America. The state is
home to the northern part of the Brazilian
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species. It also has a rapidly expanding . Location: Cuiabd and the Pantanal, Mato Grosso, Brazil
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CONCEPTUAL
FOUNDATIONS PRELIMINARY RESULTS

The aim of this research projectis to
understand the values that different
stakeholders attach to water resources in
the area. While monetary valuation
technigues are continuously developed
and applied in natural resource
management, calls to take alternative
dimensions of value into account have
always been present.
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Drawing on theoretical insights from
different disciplines, the present research
sheds light not only on values that are
assigned to water resources, but also on
values that serve as guiding principles to
decision-makers. While the first type may
be linked to governance objectives and
policy, the second type is more abstract
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and located at a deeper level; it may serve FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

to explain objectives, assigned values, as « Water in the Cuiaba River Basin and in the Pantanal has enormous ecenomic, cultural, ecological,
well as governance processes. Governance aesthetic, recreational and livelihood value

is interpreted here as the result of the « Great risk of prioritizing economic values over other types of value in water governance
interplay between values and political « Economic rationality, a belief in progress and development, as well as strong political power are
power. guiding principles of small influential elites, who dominate regional politics and the economy

« Environmental law, as well as principles of social justice, responsibility, public order and respect

for others are constantly neglected, thus severely obstructing water governance

c rew « Strengthening democratic institutions (such as river basin committees), enhancing environmental
awareness among decision-makers and the general population, as well as more cooperation across
sectors, different government levels, as well as geographical areas may improve the situation

Scotland's centre of expertise for waters « The data will be used to better understand how the interplay between values and political power
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